
 

 

  

 

 

 

APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 

 

SAT 05
TH

 NOVEMBER 12:00 ALL 

 

 

WINTER MEETINGS  -   THE CHAPEL SPY LANE LOXWOOD 
 

 

THU 10
TH

 NOVEMBER 
7:30  Dr Nikki Gammans from the 

Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

THU 08
TH

 DECEMBER 
7:30 Mead Making and Showing from 

Roger Patterson and Derek Ready 

 

 

For more information go to the website www.wgbka.org.uk 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

IIIMMMPPPOOORRRTTTAAANNNTTT   !!!!!!   ---      MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPP   RRREEENNNEEEWWWAAALLL   FFFOOORRR   222000111222   

YYYOOOUUU   AAARRREEE   AAALLLLLL   RRREEEMMMIIINNNDDDEEEDDD   TTTHHHAAATTT   MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPPSSS   AAARRREEE   

NNNOOOWWW   DDDUUUEEE!!!!!!         PPPLLLEEEAAASSSEEE   SSSEEEEEE   TTTHHHEEE   AAATTTTTTAAACCCHHHEEEDDD   FFFOOORRRMMM   !!!   
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WISBOROUGH GREEN HONEY SHOW 2011 
 

What a fantastic show! Thank you to everyone who came along to visit and support the show and well 
done to all those who entered! We had 30 exhibitors showing 121 exhibits between them. Whilst this 
didn’t beat our ‘record year’ of 2009 where we had over 150 entries, the numbers were well up on last 
year – no mean feat given that it hasn’t been the best of years for bees and honey. 
 

Special congratulations  go to:  
 

Judy Knight -  who swept the board winning both the P.N.Burch Cup for ‘most points in show’ 
and the George Wakeford Memorial Rose Bowl for ‘best exhibit in show’ for her ‘3 jars of honey 
as offered for sale’. This exhibit also won her the BBKA Blue Ribbon Award. 
 

Sue Elliott -  who won first prize in the ‘novice class’. 
 

Anita Moseley -  who’s Honey and Ginger cake won first prize in class 18. This recipe will be 
used for class 17 in the 2012 Honey Show. 
 

A special mention should also go to Stephen Boyce, Anita Moseley and Derek Ready all of whom were 
not much more than a ‘first place’ behind Judy and with only 3 points separating the three of them! 
 

The cups will be presented at the Bee Supper in November. 
 

I would like to thank all the committee for their help and support in bringing the show together. 
Caroline Drewett will be taking on the position of Show Secretary for the 2012 Honey Show and I wish 
her all the best in this role. Each year the show evolves and we are always welcome to receive 
suggestions for new classes and/or improvements that can be made. 
 

Thank you all once again for helping the day to be such a success. Hopefully 2012 will be an Olympic 
year for us too and we can beat the 2009 figures! 
 

I have listed the winning recipe so you can get some early practice in. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Karen Clemens (Show Sec.) 
 

Honey and Ginger Cake 

4 ozs margarine  2 ozs soft brown sugar  5ozs liquid honey 
2 eggs    8 ozs self-raising flour   1 tsp lemon juice 
1 tsp ground ginger  pinch of salt  
 
Cream the margarine and sugar thoroughly then beat in the honey gradually. Sieve the flour, salt and 
ground ginger together. Beat the eggs into the creamed mixture, adding a little flour after the first, 
finally beating in the lemon juice. Fold in the rest of the flour. 
Pour the mixture into a 7-8” tin (greased and lined) and cover with a piece of greaseproof paper. Bake 
in a moderate oven, middle shelf, for about an hour at 1750C, Gas mark 4. 
 
Turn out on to a wire rack. Mix together some icing sugar and water to make a glace icing and spread 
over the top of the cake when cold. Decorate the top with chopped, crystallised ginger. 

 

 



 

 

PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

I recently attended the BBKA Forum which is a meeting of all member BKAs to discuss topics that are put 

forward by the membership, with a view to becoming BBKA policy or to improve services. One point of 

discussion was the “churn” rate of members dropping out in their second and third years of beekeeping. 

Some were reading into the figures that people were leaving beekeeping because BKAs were spending all 

their time teaching beginners and not providing them with more advanced tuition after that. We split into 

what are now called “breakout” groups and the reality seemed to be quite different than the perceived 

view.  

The event may have been influenced by the attendees, with the more positive ones being there, but in my 

group few saw the problems others did. Before the event I did a quick count from our membership figures 

and in 2010 and 2011 we had around 52 not rejoin and although some didn’t state their reasons for leaving 

WG I couldn’t find any who left because we were not providing ongoing teaching. 

It is interesting how other BKAs are doing their teaching and their different circumstances and resources. I 

don’t wish to be critical but many, and it seems to be 50% or more, still haven’t got a teaching apiary. They 

rely on visiting members as we did prior to having our own apiary in the mid 1960s, a mentoring system 

where the teachers visit the individual beekeepers or in some cases absolutely nothing. That seems 

inefficient to me and the more I hear from outside the more proud I am of what we have achieved. 

Now I am being critical, but one man I spoke to recently stated that to overcome the problem of having too 

many beginners his BKA had capped membership at 120. A short time later he was complaining about 

people starting beekeeping who weren’t a member of a BKA, because it’s them who are bad beekeepers 

and spread disease! 

I have just unearthed a WG newsletter dated April 1992. Bearing in mind this is less than 20 years ago I 

think it makes interesting reading:- 

 I was Chairman (We have only had 4 in our 64 year history) 

 I can think of less than a handful of our current members who were members then, and none are 
regular attendees at meetings now. 

 Ray Noakes was elected to the committee for the first time. 

 The telephone codes had no “1”, e.g. 0403. 

 No email addresses or websites mentioned. 

 The newsletter was produced on a duplicator. 

 I quote from the text “We are now the smallest division and our membership is between 30 and 
40”. (We are currently at 190) 

 We were unable to find a Secretary to succeed Sunny Warner who had done it for 19 years. All we 
could find was the father of a member. He lived in Guildford and wasn’t a beekeeper. (He 
subsequently turned out not to be a secretary either) 

 We sent hive floor scrapings off to see if we had varroa, which hadn’t been discovered yet. 

 There was a recipe for Baked Apples and Bananas. 

 There was a list of apiary meetings in exactly the same format as we have now, i.e. every third 
Saturday and every third Wednesday in between. 

 

CONTD…… 



 

 

PATTERSON IN PRINT CONTD…… 
 

 Although it doesn’t say where the apiary was situated it did mention “…….changes that have taken place 
at Dounhurst”. I suspect that was a reference to when the farm was split and we had to move from the current 
site when it was sold to the current owner, to the middle of the farm that was retained by the previous owner, 
only to move back again about 5 years ago. 
 

 In those days the tea was on the house and we all brought food for one that was pooled. (Maggie now 
brings food for 70 that is pooled!) 
 

We have come a long way since those days and we do many things differently, but there are still some we 
do the same. Before anyone mentions it I have probably still got the same shirts and car. I’ve almost got the 
same dog! 

At that time Dounhurst was still largely a fruit farm, but had moved partly to PYO. The current shed, which 
was originally a site hut was twice the size, but with wear and tear and being moved twice we had to 
reduce the size and discard the broken and rotten bits.  

We probably only had a dozen colonies at the most and split into two groups, however many attendees 
there were. We had several different kinds of hive including National, Smith, Commercial and WBC. That 
was a nightmare as you can imagine. 

I mentioned last month checking colonies well into November and here’s the reason. At the last meeting on 
15th Oct my group saw emergency cells in a colony that was inspected on 25th Sept. From the age of the 
brood it appeared the emergency cells were started around the 8th Oct and the queen stopped laying 3-4 
days before that. Although an adjacent colony appeared to have had a queen mated a week or so earlier it 
was unlikely this one would have done, so we later introduced a queen from one of the last remaining 
queen mating nucs that was kept for that purpose. This shows why you need to keep checking, be able to 
recognise different types of queen cells and know the life cycles. 

Now we have frosts bees will start going into cluster when the weather turns cold. There are still a lot of 
wasps and as they fly at lower temperatures than bees can be a problem where bees abandon guarding 
their entrance. Much hard weather will also kill off the wasps, but they can still do damage until then. 
About the 2nd or 3rd week of November you need to put on mouse guards if you haven’t got shallow 
entrances. Mice can collapse their skulls to get in small gaps, but you should be O.K. if you can just get a 
pencil in the entrance. I completely remove the entrance block and use the normal perforated metal strip, 
but pin it on with several drawing pins, not one or two as I have seen on occasions. Bees need ventilation to 
keep their hive dry and we are often told to raise the crown board on matchsticks but I have never done 
this, preferring to leave one of the feed holes open, which gives about half the area. If you put the crown 
board on with the slots crossways to the frames you can see the state of the food during the winter. If your 
hives are likely to be attacked by green woodpeckers then cover the outside of the brood box with thick 
polythene as will be demonstrated at the next meeting. 

I have quite a lot of office equipment I would like to part company with including desks, filing cabinets, 
cupboards, shelves, files etc, etc, etc. All free to good home. Some are in quite good condition, others could 
be used for beekeeping purposes. If you have any needs please email me. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL BEEKEEPERS SUPPER – 12TH NOVEMBER  
PULBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL 
 

STILL PLACES LEFT !! 
 

The final flourish of the Wisborough Green beekeeping season!   
 
Delicious food, convivial company, awards.......prizes......not to mention the  
glamorous after-dinner entertainment (no – not Roger this year...!!) 
 
An evening not to be missed!!   
  
All details are in the last newsletter.....but briefly - bring a salad or pud as 
well as a partner, friend or family if you wish, pay £7 per head towards 
sundries on the night - and bring enough cash in your pocket for the raffle. 
 
Just see Daisy or Judy, or call Judy on 01403 752169 to book before 
 9th November. 
 

I think that’s all from me!!!!   Many thanks,        Judy 
 

 

IMPORTANT !!  MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2012 !!!!! 
 
Attached to this newsletter, you will find a membership and renewal form. If 

you would like to be a member in 2012 and, if new to beekeeping, you have 

already been through the Apiary Preliminary sessions with Roger, please fill 

it in and return it to me please, with your payment, which is best either by 

cheque or by bank transfer. It is helpful if you fill in all your details - even if 

you were a member last year - you wouldn't believe how many forget to tell us 

a new phone number!  

 

BEECRAFT ORDERS ARE NEEDED BY END NOVEMBER - so if you wish to 

subscribe, return your form and order ASAP to take advantage of the 

Associations reduced rate.....but I MUST have received your cheque to place 

your order.  

  

If you are unsure of anything on the form - please give me a ring - it is much 

easier to sort out queries early before I receive your cheque!!   

Judy:  Tel 01403 752169 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Beginners and Improvers Beekeeping Course 2012 
 
Beginners and Improvers Beekeeping Course:  Saturday 18th February 2012 

Details can be obtained here:  

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%202012.pdf 

Application Form here: 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form

%202012.pdf 

 

 

 

BEGINNERS PACKAGES 2012 
 

For several years now we have offered a Beginners Package that 

includes a new hive, bees, and tuition. These packages are offered to 

new members who have been through their initial training with us and 

are ready to have bees of their own.  It is not a ‘bee purchase’ scheme, 

rather a continuation of training, which results in you ending up with a 

hive of good quality bees at reasonable cost.  

  

We have had a lot of beginners through our training programme in 2011, 

and to be sure that they get considered ahead of anyone joining us next 

season we propose to start a list of names now of those who might wish 

to apply for a package in 2012. The Packages can only go to those who 

have not had bees before and allocation will depend on availability of 

bees and the suitability of applicants. It will not necessarily operate as 

first come first served.  There are several versions of the package with 

different contents; full details will be available early in 2012. 
 

If you would like to be considered for a package please contact Tom, by 

email only, at stone.house@btinternet.com . Having your name on the 

list now does not put you under any obligation, but gives us a starting 

point when we come to the right time in spring. We can't guarantee 

being able to supply Beginners Packages, as the bees largely come 

from the teaching apiary and those requirements must come first, but 

we will make every effort to get as many beginners as possible started 

with bees this way in 2012. 
 

Tom 

 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%202012.pdf
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form%202012.pdf
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/WGBKAdocs/Beginners%20Course%20App%20Form%202012.pdf
mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com


 

 

  
 

 
WINTER EVENING MEETINGS 
 
THE CHAPEL, SPY LANE, LOXWOOD. 7.30PM 
 

November 10th 
 

Dr Nikki Gammans from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust will talk about 
bumblebee conservation and provide a history and update to the reintroduction 
programme of the Short-haired Bumblebee. (See 
http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/subt_project.html ) She will also give an 
introduction to bumblebee identification. Leaflets, posters, badges and books 
will be available. 
 
December 8th 
 
Mead Making and Showing – Roger Patterson and Derek Ready 
 
January 19th 2012 
 
“The Bee and Butterfly Garden” 
"Monica Lucas is a member of our Chichester Division and has now retired from 
a life of various careers.  She started her working life in an administrative post 
within the pension scheme of Imperial Tobacco, following which she joined the 
army and spent 6 years in experimental gunnery.  Her interest in horticulture 
developed over a six year period working in the GLC Parks Department where 
she secured formal qualifications and subsequently worked with Dr Peter 
Thompson at the seed bank at Wakehurst Place. In the interim, she has run her 
own nursery in Somerset, after managing the village shop and post office for 9 
years and has now retired to tend her 3 acre garden at Sidlesham." 
 
February 16th 
 
“Members Evening” 
An open evening – come along and recount your own experiences of 
beekeeping for the benefit of all present – problems encountered, successes 
achieved, new ideas put to the test, amusing experiences or questions. 
 
March 20th 
 
AGM, followed by “The BBKA Basic and Beyond” 
Daisy will provide information and encouragement to Members thinking of 
taking the Basic Assessment in 2012, or moving on to sit Modules. 

 

http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/subt_project.html


WISBOROUGH GREEN HONEY SHOW 2011 RESULTS

CLASS Descrip/n 1ST 2ND 3RD VHC HC C

1  Light honey Stephen Boyce Sue Elliott N/A Daisy Day Diana Briault N/A

2  Medium honey Judy Knight N/A Susan Osborn/Geoff Thorpe Gordon Allan Mike Bunyan N/A

3  Dark honey N/A N/A Andrew Laird Stella Laird N/A N/A

4  Crystallised honey  Judy Knight Tom Weston Anita Moseley N/A N/A N/A

5  Soft set /creamed Stephen Boyce N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

6  Novice Sue Elliott Mike Bunyan Chris Edwards N/A N/A N/A

7  Jars for sale Judy Knight Graham Elliott Stephen Boyce Caroline Drewett Diana Briault N/A

8  For Comment

9  Black jar for taste Derek Ready Judy Knight Stephen Boyce John Glover Susan Osborn/Geoff Thorpe Mike Bunyan

10  Comb for extrc/n Diana Briault N/A Andrew Laird N/A N/A N/A

11  Cut comb Stephen Boyce N/A Andrew Laird N/A Stella Laird N/A

12  Cake beeswax Judy Knight N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

13  B/wax exhibit -  mould Derek Ready N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

14  Dry mead Derek Ready N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

15  Sweet mead Derek Ready N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

16  Honey biscuits Shirley Flenley Anita Moseley Maureen Frampton Claire Smyth Caroline Taub N/A

17  Honey cake to recipe Anita Moseley N/A John Nicholl N/A N/A N/A

18  Honey cake - own recipe Anita Moseley Rachel Boxall Daisy Day N/A Maureen Frampton N/A

19  Sweets Joseph Ready Judy Knight N/A N/A N/A N/A

20  B/wax exhibit - creative

21  Flower arr. in honey jar Anita Moseley N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

22  Photograph Rachel Boxall Mike Bunyan Marie-Claire Moseley Gordon Allan Diana Briault N/A

23  Childrens class - <12

 N/A Place not awarded or no further entries in this class

THIS    CLASS     IS   NOT     JUDGED    

NO     ENTRIES      THIS      YEAR

NO     ENTRIES      THIS      YEAR

PLACES



WISBOROUGH GREEN BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM: 2012  

 Members Details – ONE BBKA Member per form :                                               Date: ………………………. 

Title/First name/ Surname:   .................................................................................................................... 
 

Address  :       .......................................................................................................................................... 
 

        ................................................................................ Post Code :   ...................................... 
               

Home Phone :   ............................................................Mobile: …………………………………………… 
 

E-Mail :……………….....………............................................................................................ 

 Data Protection and Posted Newsletters - Options:     
On payment of membership, your details will be passed to FERA (BeeBase), BBKA and/or BDI for 
circulars and insurance cover etc. and BeeCraft as appropriate. They undertake not to sell or otherwise 
disclose your details to any third party (registered with and in compliance with The Data Protection Act).  

Your details will also be used for our local 2012 Members List which will be sent to all Wisborough Green 
BKA members unless you tick the box here………….………………………..….………………………… [      ]    

Adding your E-mail address will enable quick contact for ad hoc apiary meetings, and help to keep postage 
costs down.  If you would prefer to receive your newsletter by post, then please tick the box here.    [       ] 

 Wisborough Green BKA Membership subscriptions: 
1. BBKA Registered (previously called ‘Full’) Member……………………:  £25.00                            £…..….'........ 
2. BBKA Partner Member (eg. partner also has own apiary) …......…….:  £20.00                            £.….….'....... 
3. BBKA Country Member (keen for info, but no bees – yet!)…………....:  £15.50                           £…..….'.......  
4. Associate Member (if you are also a member of another association) :    £7.00           £..........'....... 
5. Junior Member:…..………………………………………………………… :   £2.50           £..........'....... 
6. Family Member - Name(s).....................................................................:   £0.50                   £..........'....... 
7. Social Member (no BBKA, no bees, gets newsletter and welcomed to meetings!):  £7.00             £.........'….... 

 

 Extra Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI) :   ‘I anticipate having a total of ......................colonies in 2012’. 
‘BBKA Registered’ or ‘BBKA Partner’ membership already includes 3 colonies BDI. 
Extra BDI is payable:   for 4 - 5 colonies £2.00;   for 6 - 10 £5.25;    for 11 - 15 £7.75;    for 16 - 20 £9.50;   
for  21 – 25  £11.10;  for more than 25 please ask. Insurance is invalid unless ALL colonies are insured. 

(EXAMPLE:  For 7 colonies, you pay an extra £5.25, to add to the £2.00 BDI already paid with your subscription).             £ .........'…... 

 BEECRAFT : For full year Dec-Dec subscription renewals, please RESPOND BY RETURN for the  
END NOV publishers DEADLINE! With 10% bulk discount, subscription for 12 copies is £21.60. 
For part -year subscriptions – please ask for price.  
See www.bee-craft.com for BeeCraft info and shop.                                                               £...........'....... 
                                  

Donation to Association Funds at your discretion                           £  ____'____               
                             

      Cheques payable to ‘WSBKA Wisborough Green’ and send to:              TOTAL:   £….......'.......                                                  
Judy Knight, 11 Plaistow Road, Loxwood, West  Sussex, RH14 0SX                

      Bank transfer.:  Account name:  West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code:  20-42-58:   Account number:  90086460 
 

BBKA (British BeeKeepers Association) Membership Classes Explained: 
a)  ‘BBKA Registered Members’ are entitled to £5,000,000 third party public liability insurance, BBKA News magazine and access to 

members’ website: BBKA charges £15.00 for this.   Added to this is £2 for minimum 1-3 hive Bee Diseases Insurance. 
b)  ‘BBKA Partner Members’ live at the same address as a Registered Member, and receive the same benefits as the Registered 

Member eg separate 3rd party insurance and website access but  share mailed BBKA News and correspondence.  BBKA fee is 
66% of the full rate - ie £10.00. Added to this is £2 for minimum 1-3 hive Bee Diseases Insurance.   

c) ‘BBKA Country Members’ have no bees or 3rd party insurance, but get website access and magazine. Charge is half full rate: ie £7.50. 
 

Wisborough Green Membership Fees 
- are made up from the appropriate BBKA fee (above) as well as the following, as appropriate for those with / without bees: 

 West Sussex BeeKeepers Association (WSBKA) levy of £ 1.00 
 Wisborough Green Division levy of £ 7.00 

http://www.bee-craft.com/
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